: * * 
#4 *& Fad - 5 Ta, .. "> * "4 ” L. 
N 4 -©111 . Im 2 4 
| 1 C5 75 — 80. * — 
> 2 eſt! qu IE nud. 1 
" IS. "iS. 7 
: T ATA, 1 2 * 
* * 
, 5 
. . * 2 Fad 1 1 
1% © N c , o " : 
e oe ec, ee. PA e vnd 
A > as. T e 12 
- * : \ s 7 1 9 "= 4 * 
ene enen Y 8 . IN dds * 
* q 2,4 by . k th . A * 
*. . 4 4 t%. n 4 Eq * S 4 v4 . * 1 » 
. * — . \ wad * 4 4 EPS A+ 2 
OE, T5. 04.4 ES, 6 Sv Wait Ws * KS . 
33 4 3 2 Ls ** ? ks 3 \ Fo $33 bt - * 2 9 2 „ 2 81 5 84 f 
Pun,” Gp: ” % «T4 42 £ * «1% 8 * 190 % ” 5 
* " * | 15 # . « . 
' = . «375 -} Nt 1 4 1 4 * N | 8 : #. © av un 1.7 — * 
5 Ho Hh ' . 1 ® r gt — p 
W 2 Fo ' „ 720 14 4 4 - 1 - A * H © 1 — 4 * 1 1 * 3 ? 2. 4 : 
ad CL, * * — 93 * . 4 jp \" wall | "05 9 4 . Py * * * 9 
. nne Ft CTY 24 der. >: "FL by 2 4 8 a * Ih 4? r "a 
Fo & 8 * Yo" " * _ k * . , , - ; | » Fl 3 
EEE 7950 (en 800 ; „Mie Kaul * 
| 5 T6 . ü 11 nbd , oF6C. ' * 8 0 
1 * 1171 a 30 * > * G42 PAY. 4 7 „ . 2 14 . * 
1 . 78 ; ; | a . 
„ 9 * 


— 


1 


„ 


8 


£355 
* 


. w iy ns 


- * ae. a 


© x 1 9 fy 
— 77 IJ (I'S AX 931 1 


* 
- FISFF © 
FS eiiie 101 1 CT, 
+ 


S Cans i 
ne — ( —2— — 
” ; : n 


* " 
© Y 33 
* * - 
* < < 
C5 1 14 
4 
F 
PP © +» * 
* 
Wr, 
— +4 


re 
VIU o. 


- — — wo Og A, — 1 WD). A IE a mes 


+. 


* * * 
9 * = *.. —_ 
1 - 
- & * — 
. ” 
. . of 
9 1 = E 4 
87 N 2 . ! 
* 
. 
IT » ay 4 
* Wan 1 
. bd 
2 2 o - 
* 1 - * - * 
* 8 1 * 
1 - + . * * 
8 <4 " a 
- 
* — 
- . 
” —— 
P * * * . 
- a . . 
* p 
— * y 
- » - 
- Fo * 
* * 
#: 
> 
. 
« - 
: —_ 
4 2 


1 1 
* 1 
o 
8 
” 3 o 


toe is 9 + GC —— TENNIS .. — * — 
91 4 
* 


. - 


. 


* 1 
T.z 
N. 
* 
. e 
- " 
* Is K 
9 
n 
1 
218 
; S Oi» 
- 9 
= $ 4 »? 
* * 
* * I. 
* N 
* 
- » 
Ls 
Ls 
a *% 
(F 
„ 
£ FF? 
* a = 
r 
8 
* . 
 b « 3 
= 
- 
U 
4 
, * 
** 
*4 : : 
” 4 *. 03 
1 1 
* 
* 
, 
* 


e March ꝗih. 1703. 


T is Ordered by Us whoſe Names are here- 
unto Subſcribd, the Grand. jury for the 
County of Oxon, That Mr. Sacheverell, who 
Preachd the A/zze-Sermon: this Day before 
the Lord Chief Baron Ward, and Mr. Juſtice 
Blencowe , Judges of cAfjize for the ſaid 
COONEY be Deſir d to Print and Publiſh the 
. 3 ach e 
Sir Edmund Warcupp, Knight. 
Francis Clerke, Eſq. Martin May, Gent. 


Simon ¶ hormood- A- Deaue, Eſq. John Fitzherbert, Gent. 
William Hindes, Eſq. William Bull, Gent. 


Charles Holt, Eſq. Jo oy Meadows, Gent. 
Lenthal Trotman, Eſq. William Dalby, Gent. 
William Newell, Eſq. Jom Ning, Gent. 

Henry Peacocke, Elq. Alexander Hawkins, Gent. 
William Aſtrey, Gent. Richard Winlow, Gent. 


Thomas Greenwood, Gent. 
Nicholas Marſhall, Gent. Joſeph Sadler, Gent. 

Richard Hacker, Gent. John Goodwin, Gent. 
Lawrence Lord, Jun. Gent. Thomas Gregory, Gent. 
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| Sos ' »þ . | 

Mr. Juſtice BLENCOVWE, 

Her Mansrr's Judges in the Oxford Circuit: 
„ AND | 


To the RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 
Sir Edmund Warcupp, Knight. 


Francis Clerke, Eſq. 


Martm Ma , Gent. ; 


Simon Whorwood-A-Deane, Eſq. Jobn Fitzherbert, Gent. 


William Hindes, Eſq.. ' 


Charles Holt, Eſq. 


Lenthal Trotman, Eſq. ' ; 


William Newell, Eſq. 


Henry Peacocks, Eq. 
WW en Aſtrey, Gent. 


T homas Greenwood, Gent. 


Nicholas Marſhal, Gent. 
Richard Hacker, Gent. 


i illiam Ball, Gent. 


Foſeph Meadows, Gent. 

William Dalby, Gent. 

John King, Gent. 

Alexander Flawkins, Gent. 

Richard I iulou, Gent. 
Pollard, Eq. 

7% Sadler, Gent. 


John Gooawin, Gent. 


Lawrence Lore, Jun. Gent. 5 Thomas Gregory, Gent. 
Gentlemen of the Gr anp-TJuRy. 


Four Commands Alone 
cou d Induce Me to Publiſh 
'* this Diſcourſe, ſo Nothing 
but Your Juſt Zeal for the 
ä 


The Epiftle'Dedicatory. 


Church and Univerſities, which 
I have Endeavour d Here in ſome 
meaſure to Vindicate, coud have 
Prevail d with You to lay This In- 
Junction upon Me. And indeed it 
is no Small Glory and Support 
10 Both, when Men of Such Cha- 
racters and Fortunes, all /o 
Signally Eſpouſe Their Cauſe, 
as ſhall give Life and Credit 10 
Religion and Learning, and 
make Them Once More Emimently 
Conſpicuous by ſuch a Noble mm 
Recommendation. 

The Influence of Such Exam- 


ples cannot be Confind 10 One 
ſmole 
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The Epittle Dedicatory. 


Single County, mhilſt the Gentry 
of the Whole Nation muſt ſee Their 
Own Intereſt Invo/vd in That 
of the Clergy, and that whatſo- 
ever Strikes at the Church, muſi 
* Secretly Undermine the State. 
' The Generous Concern You have 
 Shewn for This Ancient Seat of 
Literature, as hell the Beſt De- 

monſtration of the True Love 

on Bear for Your Country, 

| as of Your Pious Gratitude 70 
This Venerable Body, jor 
Your Education in That Sound 
Faith, into Which You were 
Baptiꝝ d. 


Such 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 


Such Open and Ingenuous Aſſer- 
tions of the Good Old Principles 
of the Church of England, will 
be no leſs a Monument of Your 


Honor, Who in This Trimming 
Age Dare Boldly Defend Its Pri- 
mitive Truth, han of the Laſting 
and Indelible Reproach of Theſe 
Temporizing Hypocrites, who 
can have the Confidence both to 
Flatter and Betray It, and under 
the Pretence of [ts Intereſt, give 
it up to the Inſatiable Malice and 


Revenge of its moſt Inexorable 
Enennes. 


But 


— 


* The Fpiltle Dedicatory, 


4 But how Hap e Vein Eu- N 
Jing ſo Many Living Confuta- | 
tions, of Thoſe Perfidious and 
Double Pracfices, in You! Whoſe 
 Partiality was Onely Shewn in 
700 Indulgent an Approbation 
7 the Well-deſignd Labours 
| O 
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Your very Humble Servant, 


HENRY SACHEVERELL. 
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AN 


4881Zz E. SERMON 


Preach 'd Before the 


Univerſity of OXFORD 


I CT FE ON 1. 11. 


Fl Obarg e Thee before God, and the Lord Yeſus 
Chris, and ihe Hlect Angels, that Thou 
Obſerve theſe Things , without Preferring 
One * Another, Doing nothing by Par- 
tialtty. 


S all Goyernment 1s Built upon Law, 
and all Law 1s Supported by the due 

| Execution, and regular Adminiſtra- 
| tion of Juſtice, which 1s the Grand 
End and Deſign of Both; So there's Nothing 
that does more effectually Overturn Its Foun- 
dation, Countermine and Defeat Its good In- 
tention, and utterly Diſappoint and Evacuate 
Its Force and Power, than a Perſonal Pre- 
Judlice, or a Blind, Mercenary „ and Baſe 
Partialiiy A Vice, which the Holy-Ghoſt 
thought hash leſs could Guard againſt, 
A than 


and Behaviour in this his Yzce-Gerency under 


1 


2 An ASSIZESERMON Preach'd 


than the ſolemn Adjuration of the Text, Pro- 
nouncd like a Dreadful eAnathema , and 
Commination of Divine Vengeance upon the 
Guilty Offender. * When therefore the Great 
Apoſtle of the Gentiles had Conſtituted 
1imothy Biſhop of Epheſus, and had Ordain'd 
him as 'twere the Primate and Metropolitan 
of cH/ta ; having plac'd ſo large a Part of the 
World under his immediate Care and Do- 
minion, he ſends him this Epiſtle, as the 
High Commiſſion he was Impower'd to Act ; 
dy. full of Injunctions for his Sacred Office | 
and Authority, and Rules for his Conduct : 
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Chriſt And that he might keep up to the 
Dignity of his Character, and Diſcharge his 
High Truſt and Calling, with equal Faith- 
fulneſs and Integrity; (the Apoſtle Foreſeeing 
what Difficulties he might Encounter in his j 
Duty, and how Obnoxious they might render 4 
him to all the Infirmities and Inclinations of 4 
Humane Nature; ) that he might be neither 1 


Over-rul'd by Pafſion, Biaſs d by Intereſt, oer 
Perverted by Prejudice, Charges and Conjures 


him by All that is Holy, that as he ſhould 4 
Anſwer it at the Great Judgment of the F 
Laſt Day, in that Tremendous Churt of Fu- 
dicature, where the Secrets of All Hearts ſhall 
be Reveal d, that as he Revyerd the 2 

| 8 
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of God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the 
| Preſence of the Ele& Angels, He would Ob: 
ferve theſe Things , without Preferring One 
_=_ Another, N nothing by Partiality. 


Now tho this may be thou ght to be Di- 
rected to Him onely, as a Spiritual Fudge , 
with Regard meerly to His Ep:/copal Juril- 
diction, the Power of Ordination, Cenſure, 
and Abſolution, the Oeconomy and Diſcipline 
of the Church ; yet as tis a Precept reſulting 
from the Primary Nature, and Origin of 
Equity, or being rather Its very Notion, and 
the ſole Method of Its Adminiſtration, It 
may be Extended to, and will be found a Duty 
of equal Uſe and Obligation, in All Judicial 
Caſes relating to the Body Polizick, as well as 
Eccleſiaſtical. And truly tis not eaſy to De- 
termine, Whether Government, or Religion, 
has ſuffer d more from Prejudice and Par- 
trality, to which they will for ever ſtand ſuch 
Irreconcileable Enemies. Tis This that can 
Transform the One into Enthuſiaſm, Super- 
ftition, and Atheiſm; and the Other into 
Fraud, Bribery, and Oppreſſion; Fill Our 
| Church with Bigots, Fanaticks, and Infidels ; 
Our Courts with Paraſites, Informers, and 
Sycophants; and if not Timely Prevented, 
MR the Peace and Eſtabliſhment of 
A 2 Church 


— 
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Church and State, and Deprive us of what 


we can poſſibly Claim as our Right, either by 
Humane, or Divine Law. Which I hope in 
the Proſecution of this Diſcourſe to make 
Evident, under the Conſideration of theſe 
Three General Heads: 


J. Firſt, I will Ruder to State the True 
Nature and Bounds of theſe Vices Prohi- 
bited in the Text, and ſhew wherein they 

cConſiſt. 
II. Secondly, I will Point out the Cauſes 
from whence they flow, whereby their 
Guilt and Malignity will appear. 

III. Thirdly, I will Lay open the Fatal In- 
fluence they have in their Pernicious 
Effects and Conſequences, ſo as more 
powerfully to induce us to Prevent, or 
Remed y them. 


1. Ja Firſt to State the True © Natyre 214 
Bounds of theſe Two Vices prohibited in the 
Text, and to ſhew wherein they Conſiſt. In 
order to which, We may obſerve that this Ex- 
preſſion, ¶ Xwes ones] ſeems to be render d 
with too much Latitude, in our Tranſlation, 
by Preferring One before Another, which con- 
founds it with Parttality that follows; but 
as the ues . and the Vulgar Latin 

| tran- 


) 


4 — — — — 


a Before the 


tranſlates it, denotes Prejudice, which is a 
Thing as much Separate and Diſtin& from 
Partialiiy, as the Cauſe is from the Effect, 
and is indeed the neceflary Fountain from 
whence it is Deriv'd. For a Man may be 
Prefudic d, or have his Mind Prepoſſeſs d 
with Vicious Inclinations, and yet in ſome 
Reſpects, and in ſome Caſes, not A Parti- 
ally, and according to their Tendency. As 
an Atheif may do an Act of Charity, or as 
the Wicked Fudge in the Goſpel, that fear d 
neither God nor Man, Avenge Oppreſſion, and 
Give a Juſt Sentence on Iniquity. Tho' it 
muſt be confeſs d, that tis very Seldom, and 
indeed the Work of Chance, and contrary to 
the Regular Courſe of Nature, when Men's 
Actions are not Correſpondent: to their Prin- 
ciples. But on the other Hand, Whoever is 
Guilty of and Undeſerved, Unwarrantable and 
Injurious Act of Favor, or Rigor, mult be 
Preſum'd to have his Mind Sway d by a Falſe 
Pre- conception, and to be Govern'd by the 
Wrong Propenfities of a Deprav'd Will, a 
Diſtorted Judgment , and a Malicious Incli- 
nation. 3 þa: WE DINE on fo; 
Hence the True Nature of Prejudice may 
ſeem to Confiſt in this, That it is a Pre- 
mature, Indeliberate, and Irrational Opinion, 
haſtily fix d in the Mind, either For, or A. 
DIE gai ust 
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Univer/ity of OxtoRD. 
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gainſl any Perſon, or Thing, not arifing from 


any Light, or Conviction of the 1 
or the Merit, or Evidence of the Cauſe, but 


from the Predominant Controul of the #71, 


and the Arbitrary Impulſe of Humour, or Ima- 
gination, Averſion, or Defire. And It may be 


Calld a Kind of Moral Sympathy, or Anti- 
pathy, or a FantaSticat Liking, or Hating any 


Thing, not ſo much from Reaſon, as Caprice. 
Now tho it is Unnatural for the Mind to 
Hang and FluQtuate in an Equipendency, in 
Relation to any Thing propos d to the 
Thoughts, and that it muft determine its 


Judgment one way or other, yet This ought 


always to be Regulated, by the Clear Demon- 
— of Senſe and Argument, where the 
Subject will admit of it, and by the moiſt Pra- 
bable Proofs, where it will not. When the 
Underſtanding Certainiy perceives the Truth 
of Things, it enjoys an Infallible Knowledg, 
and leaves no Room for Doubt, or Prejudtce. 
But the Compaſs: of This is ſo Narrow and 
Confin'd, that it ſerves only to Upbraid our 
Ignorance, and to Mortify our Pride and Am- 
bition, in this Dubious _ Gloomy State here 
below: A Conſideration One wou d think Suft- 
ficient in it Self to make Mankind Cautious in 
Entertaining Opinions, and Solicitous in E- 
— their Truth, to Keep their Minds 

Single, 


— 
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Single, Free, and Untainted; Ready to Re- 
ceive Conviction, and not ſo: Pertinacious as 
to Refuſe all farther Information, and Lzke 
the Deaf Auer, to flop their Ears to the 
FYoice of the Charmer, Charm He never /o 
Wiſely. 12 8 
If Men Judge before They have Throughly 
Examin'd the Force of thoſe Arguments, 
that ſhou'd Determine their Las? Thoughts , 
it muſt be Owing to Fortune,that they Stum- 
ble upon Truth; and find by Accident what 
They Grope after in the Dark: They Shoo7 
at Random, and 'tis a Miracle if they Hit 
the Mark, at which They never Too Aim. 
This is the Prime Source of Error in the 
World, Men in Defence of their own Opini- 
ons, Declare War againſt all Oppoſers : When” 
They have once Pronounc'd their Sentiments, 
They are Reſoly'd to Maintain them, and De- 
: lude Themſelves into the Belief of their own 
+ Judgments, for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 
* They never Thought Otherwiſe : Which in- 
deed is to Preſume that they Judg'd Right, 
decauſe They never Judg'd as They Ought. 
For then are We only properly ſaid to Judge, 
when We have Travers d oer the whole Ex- 
tent of our Subject, and have nicely Compar'd 
the different Habitudes It bears, with Reſpect 
do it Self, and Other Beings, when We have 
oo | Weigh'd 
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Weigh'd every Doubt, and Difficulty in the 
Ballance of (Reaſon, when the Mind has Gra- 
dually Run through, and Unravell'd the In- 
tricate Chain of Thoughts, and Conſequences 
belonging to It, till at laſt upon a Compleat. 
Survey, It Collects, Diſtinguiſhes, and Ad- 
heres to the Truth it muſt Reſt upon, and 
Confide in. But how Few are there, whoſe 
Buſineſs and Leiſure will admit of ſuch a Di- 
latory Search, thus Accurately to Sift and 
Explore every Particular, that can Let in 
Light upon an Obſcure and Ambiguous Que- 
ſtion? And how few Things are there; that 
will allow ſuch a Thorough Diſquifition, ſuch I 
a Full, and Adequate Diſcovery ! - | | = 
But are We therefore to Throw up, and 3 
Abandon our Selves, to Scepłiciſim and Infi- 
delity, and for fear of Incurring the Guilt of 
Prejuaice, and the Difficulty of Avoiding it, 
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Believe Nothing, but what we are to Expect 


a Scientifical Certainty of? Muſt We Trim, p 
and Waver, and Change our Judgments, as 
often as We meet with: a Knotty Objection 
that Perplexes Us ?: Doubtleſs, That is as 
Little a Proof of a Man's Courage, as his 
Reaſon, of his Honeſty, as Religion, and as 4 
much Reproaches his Underſtanding, 'as' his 
Manners. And on the Other Hand, muſt We 
Blindly Reſolve to be Ignorant, and nuns 
uc 
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ſuch Perverſe Bigots, as to Stick to the Firſt 
Crude, and Indigeſted Notions, that Ariſe 
from the Fumes of Luſt, or the Heats of a Di- 
fturb'd and Vbimſical Brain? Certainly the 
Danger is Equally Great on Both Sides, and 
there muſt be ſome Safe and Middle-Way be- 
twixt theſe Extreams. When a Man has with 
all due Care, Integrity, and Circumſpection 
fairly diſcuſs'd his Opinion, and the Teſti- 
mony on all Sides has been Calmly and Impar- 
tially Debated, He may with a Moral ec Aſſu- 
rance, give in the Verdict of his own Judg- 
ment, which He is Oblig'd to Stand to, and 
Defend, both in Juſtice and Honour, till better 
Evidence Appears, and Convinces Him that 
he is Miſtaken. But to Aſſert his Notions 
Right or Wrong, to Shut his Eyes againſt the 
Light, Contumacioufly to Withſtand all Per- 
Iwafion, and to Bid Defiance to Reaſon, is to 
be Wilfully and Obſtinately Prezudic'd. | 
In a Word, as He who Acts with this In- 
genuous Fidelity, may Rationally and Lau- 
dably Aſſent to thoſe Propoſitions, againſt 

which He at preſent ſees no ſufficient Ob- 
jection; So He who is poſſeſs d with that Ob- 
durate Se/f-ſufficiency), as to Imagine his own 
eMaxtms Inconteſtable, and above the Reach 
of all Contradiction, muſt neceſſarily be De- 
luded into Falſhood and Error, and Inyolv'd 
| B in 
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in that Prejudice Condemnd in the Text. 
Thus far Preßudice has been Confin d only 
to Matters of Speculation,” and is to be Con- 
fidered as a Kind of Intellectual Sin, and as 
an Error in Judgment; but when it comes to 
Break out, and Exemplify it ſelf in Action, 
then it Commences Partiality, which is an 
Error in Conſcience, and a Viſible and Pradi- 
cal Inſtance of it. But I come, in the Secand 
Place, to Account for all thoſe ſecret Cauſes 
and Methods, whereby We are OY d into 
the Errors of Freundes n 971g 508 


II. And truly Whoever Ganchts this Vice 
to the Bottom, and traces it up to its O- 
riginal, will find it a very early Principle, 
deeply Rooted in our Corrupted' Nature, 
ſpringing from the Fundamental Namina of 
our Conſtitution, growing up, ſpreading, and 
incorporating it ſelf, with the Vital Frame 
and Eſſence of our Being. To this Fatal Bent, 
and Devious Irregularity, that Human Na- 
ture receiv d mithe, Forfeiture of its Primoge- 
nial Innocence, is to be Attributed This Nam 
Yads, as the Aucients Styl'd it, This Heredi- 
tary Fathhood : To which: is imputed that al- 
moſt Irreſiſtible Sway, that Our Headſtrong, 
and Tyrannical Will, Uſurps over Our Impo- 
tent Reaſon, leading i it Captive, and Suborn- 


ing 
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ing it to the moſt Reproachful Compliances. 
However This may be Ridicul'd, by Profane 
and Senſeleſs Atheiſts, as Cant and Hyporhe/is 
in Divinity, (who are indeed the Greateſt and 
Moſt Scandalous Examples of its Truth;) It 
cannot be Deny'd, but that the State We are 
now in (and ſuch a State muſt be a Faint 
Tranſcript of the Beautiful Image of God, 
wherein We were Created) that not onely the 
Diſpoſition, Temper, and Habit of the Soul, 
but oftentimes the very Power of its Reaſon- 
ing, the Formation of its Idea's, and Judg- 
ment, do very much Depend upon the Con- 
texture of the Organs of the Body, and Co- 
operate, and in a manner mpatbiæe with its 
Prevailing Humours. There 1s a ſort of Judg- 
ment as Peculiar to every Man, as the Turn 
of his Face, which proves to be, and may be 
call'd a Complexional Prejudice, Preſiding va- 
riouſly in all Men, according to the ſeveral 
Different- Proportions, and Mixtures of the 
Elements in Their Conſtitution ; a Corporeal 
kind of Energy, or Superior Inclination, to 
which the Mind is very much ſubject, and 
from whence it Forms its Singular Affections, 
and takes all the Colours and Figures of its 
Paſſions. This is what the Naturaliſis have 
ſtyl'd the Duve, the Main Governing In- 
gredient in the Compoſition of Nature, which 
B 2 . 
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Runs through , and Mingles with its whole 
Maſs, gives a Tincture to a Man's Actions and 
Conceptions, Denominates the Diſtinguiſbing 
Genius, and by Diſcriminating one man from 
another, ſeems to be a Principle Individuati- 
on. Theſe are as the Phzloſopher calls em, Luyſoũ 
A dhe ele Connate Infirmities, that are Born 
and Bred in Our Blood, and that produce Our 
Darling Vices, which, as the Apoltle ſays, ,/o 
Eaſily beſet Us, and Imperoeptibly Slide and 
Inkinnste themſelves into our Practice. Theſe 
Inte/line Temptations. inceſſantly Attend upon 
the Mind, by which it is#arp'd and Seduc'd, 
not without. Proclivity and tion. They 
are the Center in which all our Paſſions Termi- 


nate and Joyn, tho neyer 0 much Repugnant 


to Each Other. 

This will appear very Manifeſt, if We turn the. 
Mind inward upon it ſelf, to view all its ſecret 
Workings, and Trace its Invifible Labours, in 
its Dark Cell, by the Springs that Actuate it. This 
We fhall find the Grand Ma/ter-Hhee!, that 
Communicates Motion, and Life, to the whole 
Machine. Where a Man's Nature is wrought 
up with Impetuoſity and Fire, the Spirit will 
Exert it ſelf in Boldneſs and Ambition, in 
Rage and Raſnneſs, in Turbulency and Choler. 


This will make all his Counſels Sanguine and 


Precipitate, His Actions Unady1sd and Un- 
ſteddy. 


r 
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fteddy. What ever S/rikes the Imagination thus 
in a Heat, makes a ſtrong, tho' not always a 
laſting Impreſſion, and Hurries the Man away 
into Inordinate Tranſports. This Conſtitu- 
tion, if not ſubdued by the Aſſiſtances of Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Grace, will neither let Us Reaſon 
cooly, Judge ſedately, or Act conſiſtently. It 
Drives and Over- powers Our Faculties, raiſes 
a kind of Hurricanè in the Soul, and fo Ruffles 
and Diſcompoſes its Serenity, that it is no 
more capable of Diſcerning Truth, than a 
Troubld-; Sea of reflecting a Perfect Image. 
This Miolent Temper. has generally the Miſ- 
fortune to be attended with Pride and Con- 
ceit, Vanity and Self. Love; Vices that Darken 
the Iumard- Man, and Infatuate and Beſot his 
Underſtanding, and leave Him utterly inca- 
pable of Conviction. For they make Him 
in Love with His Own Errors, Doat upon 
His Follies, and Admire His Deformities. 
They expoſe Him to the moſt Ridiculous Ab- 
ſurdities, to Juſtify and Adore His Own Crimes, 
and to Vilify and Depretiate Other's Merit 
and Vertue. Upon which account He Scorns 
Others, and is Himſelf Deſpis d; while He 
Rails at Them, He is no leſs Reproach'd, and 
is Deteſted by that World, which He Preſumes 
to Abhor. Such Men are always carried on 
with a Bitter and Furious Zeal, Fly into 
IO F x- 
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Extreams, Love, or Hate in Exceſs; and View 
every Thing through a Wrong Glaſs, either 


udice and Partiality. They are Impatient 
of Contradiction, Implacable in their Reſent- 
ments, Boundleſs in their Hopes, Fierce in 
their Proſecutions, Uneaſy under Delays, Ex- 
alted with Succeſs, and Dejected with Diſ- 
appointment: Like the Poor Demoniacł in 
the Goſpel, They are ſometimes ca into Fire, 
and ſometimes into the Water, and never at 
Peace, or Tranquillity withiThemfelyes. 

Thus does Prezudite: flow from à Tumul - 
tuous and Inflam'd Imagination, which never 
fails to make either an AM beit, Bigar, or En. 
thu/ia/t; and tis difficult to Judge, which is 
the Worſt Madneſs,” ro Believe Any thing, or 
to Believe Nothing. For Either of em per- 
fectly Ju- Man us, Dethrone our Reaſon, and 
ſubject it to all the wild Extravagances, and 
impious Suggeſtions of a Sophiſtical Fancy, 
and Unbridl'd Appetite. The Certainty of 
Senſe, and Authority of Divine Revelation, 
and all the Common Methods of Natural 
Knowledge, muſt be equally Thrown up and 
Diſcarded in this Caſe, where Men pretend to 
ſuch a New Infallible Illumination, as muſt 
Superſede all Previous Inſtructions, either 


from Gop, or Nature. Such Perſwaſions as 


theſe, 


Magnify d, or Diminliſh'd too much, by Pre. 


aw 


Tt 47 _ 8 0 
1 er „ 1 TR, 2 


r eaten es. 


—— — — — ——— et 


Dare de Nee of, OxrorD. 


+. — — 


I's 


theſe, when they once come toche ſettl d in 
the Mind, Magiſterially Inſult, over it, Baffle 
and Bear down. its Faculties, and Demand its 


Aſſent and ſervile Compliance Like Evil 


Spirits Blended with their Natures, they Ani- 


4 mate em with ſtrong Impulſes and Deluſions, 


break through all the Reſtraint of Reflection, 
and carry Men, like the, Swine in the Golpol, 
Headlong 1 into Perdition), 

N 0 Where Envy, Jealouſy, or 3 
get the Upper-Hand in a Mans Temper, as 
they are Active, Buſy and Prying Paſſions, 


. and. indefitigably Working in Secret, and al- 


ways keep the Soul Awake, ſtanding upon its 
Guard, and ready to give, or ward a Blow; 
o they prepare and qualify. it, to. Wreſt and 
E the Reports it receives; and 
NG a Falſe. Medium: before its View, 
play upon it with all-the Illuſion of deceitful 
Colour and Appearance: They make it like 
a Sick Stomach, either refuſe the wholſome 


Diet when. . tis offer d, or convert what it 


iwallows, into Poyſon, and the Corfuprion of 
a Dijeale. : 7 
Where Phlegm and Melancholly make the 


Blood Stagnate, they Stupify the Soul, ſtrike 
a Chill and Damp upon the Conſcience, and 


render all its Conceptions, Gloomy, Splenetick, 


and Sowr. Men of this auſtere and ſullen 


Tem- 


— 
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Temper, Chftem plate nothing i in the he Divine 
Nature, of Law, but their Faftice'an@ Rigor; 
Repreſent Gop a8 un Hard : and "Inexotable 
Maſter, Tram pling upon his Vaſtals? and Load 
ing them with unrealonable Chains, and Impo⸗ 


3 
7 Nets of Horne! Wrath, 40 Vene, 


for Invincible Ignorance, and Neceſſary Iifir- 
mities. This i is a ſad Prelude to Deſpair which 
GoD permits ſomſe Self. Tormenting and Deſ- 
ponding Men to Half inte, and id the moſt 
powerful Efficacy of Bec Impoſtufe, which 
can perſwade Men to Imvent, and Believe ſuch 
Monſtrous and Abſurd Tenets; ſd rey of Gon 


from the Infinite Gd6dnefd and Mercy of G 
and fo utterly: RE ee "His Glory an 
Honour. With. theſe Men a Timerowts Di- 
ſtruſt, a fearful looking for of” Judgment, and 
a Superſtitious Horror; Uſurp the place of 
Reaſon, and the Sacred And kreta Name of 
Conſcience: Their Charity ãs made up of Spi- 
ritual Pride, Peeviſhneſs and Cenſoriouſneſs: 
They Treat their Brethren in their Devotions, 

with Blac ning Contumelies, and Dire Execra- 
tions, and even Gop Humſelf wh TON | 
Impudence aud Blaſphemy. Ls | pot 
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It 1s: Manifeſt, in all theſe Caſes, that the 
Operations of the Sex/77:ve Soul are Miſtaken. 
for Thoſe of the Rational, and the Acts of the 
Will, for thoſe of the Vnderſlanding; that a 
ſtrong Perſwaſion, and Inveterate Stubborneſs, 
impoſes upon Men for Evidence and Illumina- 
tion; and Fancy and Inclination, for Demon- 
ſtration and Science. Theſe are the Internal 
Grounds of Prejudice, which are laid as the 
Baſis of all Falſe Notions, and Chimerical 
Speculations ; and prepare the way for the Er- 
roneous Conduct of Our Moral Practice, that 
is uſually Guided by them. Which I come 
now more Diſtinctly to Conſider, under Theſe 
Following Heads; to which all that Variety 
of Prejudice that Reigns in the World may 
be Reduc'd, as it Ariſes from One, or More 
of Theſe Cauſes. Namely from, 


1. Education and CuStom. 
2. fenorance and HMHedtation. 
3. Converſation and Company. 
4. Authority and Example. 
F. Iutereſt and Par. 
6. A Vicious and Debauch d Life. 


I. And Firſt as to thoſe Prejudices that are 
Deriy'd from Education and Custom. The Firſt 
Impreſſions that are made upon the Mind in 

f ; C the 
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the Tender State of infancy, ſtrike fo Strongly 
upon it, and fink ſo'Deeply-into it; that No- 
thing can, without much Force and Violence, 


Eraſe thoſe Durable Characters. Let theſe 


Senſitive Rudiments be never ſo Wrong and 
Abſurd, They will, if not timely Corrected, 
carry a Commanding” Influence over all the 
Opinions and Conduct of Our Future Life, 
give a Taint to every Thought and Action, 
and make em either ſtand Approv'd, or Con- 
demn d, as they fall in with, or Impugn theſe 
Elementary Draughts of Our Knowledge : 
Which are often, (tho Falſly,) Appeal d to by 
Senſual Men, as the Great Teſt of Reaſon; 
the Standard of Truth and Falſhood, the 
Lively Oracles of GoD and Nature, ſet up 
in our Breaſts, for the Laſt and Infallible De- 
termination of all Doubtful Controvyerhes. 
Theſe many Epicures look upon as the Immu- 


table Rules of their Faith and Aſſent, and will 


Credit Nothing elſe, tho Recommended with 
the Higheſt Evidence of Revelation. Reaſon 
here Loſes its Force, and Argument Recoils 


without Entrance. For when theſe Original 


Prejudices, begun by the Senſes, and Im- 
prov d by Villanous Inſtruction, have Crept 
into the unguarded Underſtanding, by Long 
Familiarity They Contract a Friendſhip with 
it, till at laſt They Cleave to, and are almoſt 

1 Is In- 


Man has through 
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Infeparably United with it. Thus, when a 
a Falſe Eaucatiau, been long 
Train d up in, and Devoted to any Opinion, 
and it is become Habitual to Him, it paſſes 


into a Second Nature, which as twere extin- 


guiſhes the Firſt, by Superinducing a ſort of 
Neceſſity of Acting according to its Motions. 
For tho the Underſtanding may be ſometimes 
Reluctant, yet when the Will is ſo Prepar'd 
by Cuſtom, as to become Inflexible, the Other 
Faculties of the Soul are Reſign d to an Un- 


diſputed; and Implicit Obedience. Thus Men 


Live and Believe, as they are Taught; and 
owe their Religion to the Tenets mbid'd in 
their Early Years, and to the different Way 
and Faſhion of their Country: They Grow 
like Plants as They are ſet, Partake of the Soil 
they Riſe out of, and bring forth Fruit ac- 
cording to their Radical Moſture, and ſcarce 
ever wear out the Principles They were jr 
ſeaſon d with. Certainly there cannot be a 
Greater Proof of the Inſuperable Dominion, 
as well as ſtrange Abſurdity of theſe Infant. 
Prejudices, than that Irrefragable and Blind 
Zeal, wherewith Men of all Different Perſwa- 
fions, and Religions in the World, as incon- 
ſiſtent with each Other, as God is with 
Falſhood, Tenaciouſly Adhere to the moſt Irre- 


8 concileable Contradictions ; and yet every One 


911 think- 


of a Miſerable Life, muſt have their Min 


thinking Himſelf in the Right, and his Ad- 


verſary in the Wrong; as if there was no ſuch 


Thing as Real Truth, or Reaſon in Nature. 
So deeply Rooted is the Prezudarce of Eauca- 
lion, ſo Deſpotick and Unqueſtionable the Au- 
thority of Cu/Zom, that it ſhall compel Men to 


{ſwallow Traditional Nonſence and Lyes, tho 


never ſo Groſs and Impious; and make em 
afterwards as Impudent in Defending them, 


as They were at firſt Sottifh in Embracing 


them. 


2. But, Secondly, as Prejudice is the Effect 


of Education and CuStom,. ſo is it alſo of no- 
rance and Afectation. The various Condi- 
tions and Stages of Men's Lives, join'd with 
the Obliquity of their Will, and want of a 
folid Regard to their True Intereſt and Eternal 
Welfare, Betray em into /gnorance; from 
whence, according to their particular Circum- 
ftances, Peculiar Prejudices flow. And a Ri- 
diculous Mectation of an Imaginary Fame, 
leads Others into a Petulant, and Heretical 


Singularity; which, as tis the Source of Un- 


accountable Prejudices, fo thoſe Prejudices 
produce as Wild and Extrayagant Errors. 
Thoſe whom Providence has plac'd in a 
Lower Sphere in the World, whoſe chief So- 
licitude is to Provide for the eee 
8 
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1 23 Humble and Narrow as their Fortunes; and 
2 . owe the little Improvement of Both, to the 
Condeſcenſion of their Superiors, and conſe- 
quently Think and AQ as they: are Directed at 

Sean Tun 5 | 


Others, that are Engag d in a Tumult and 
fl Runen of Buſineſs, ſcarce give Themſelves 
Leiſure to Retire into their Thoughts, to 
State their Inward Accounts, Settle She One 
Thing Neceſſary, and Sound the Truth and 
Certainty of their Principles: Their Minds 
are ſo Full of the Subſtantial and Engaging 
Concerns of this Life, that they find little 
Room for thoſe of the Next. If their Affairs 
Increaſe Here, they trouble not themſelves 
with the Expectations of Hereafter. Wealth, 
Honour, and Eſtates are their Aim; they De- 
ſpiſe Contemplation and Knowledge, as Pe. 
dlantry and Amuſement, fit only for the Con- 
: verſation of Scholars, and the Idle Specula- 
tion of Bookiſh and 12 Men. Money 
is not to be * by SyHogi/n, and an Argu- 
ment is Worth nothing, that will not ſerve to 
Promote Trade. F theſe Men have Any O- 
pinions, they muſt take them upon Truſt, 
without Examining their Credentials, and con- 
ſequently Live and Dye in one continued Cir- 
cle of Prejudice and Miſtake. 
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" Others, who! Enjoy 


All the Noble Adwan- 


tages of a Learned Education] and want neio 


ther Time, Friends, nor Abilities; to fufniſh 
em out for a ſtrict and impartial Search after 
Truth, are either carryd off by Diverſion, 
or Pleaſure, or Induſtriouſly Avoid ſuch a 
Diſugreeable Scrutiny, as would Let em into 

a True Knowledge of Themſel ves, and fill em 
with a Juſt Shame and Remorſe, on the'Odious 


View of the Folly and Iniquity of their De- 


ſigns, and the Extravagant Waſte and Abuſe 


of thoſe Excellent Gifts and Endowments; 
Gop and Nature had Enrich d em with, for 
the Service and Honour, the Defence and Or- 
nament of their Country and Religion. How 
Great Pity is it, that theſe Men will Form no 
33 but ſuch as are Suitable to 
their Libertine Courſe of Life, which makes 
em ſeek after Arguments to Defend, inſtead 
of CorreQting it? They are contented with a 
Lazy and Supine Ignorance, to Know and Be- 
lieve juſt what is in Faſbion, and to Subſcribe 
the cave} of Other s Faith with an In. 
plicit Conſent. 

On the Other Hand, even Leaving: it Self, 
if not Regulated by Piety, Humility, and the 
True Fear of Gov may not be without its 
Prejudices and Errors, into which ſome Vain- 
ee Men, Thirſty of a Name, are Unfor- 
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tunttely Miſcled „ to its Great Difhonour. 


Hence ſome that are wholly; Govern d by Sin- 
gularity and: Novelty, Affedt What is Mnor. 
mats and Surprizing; They endeavour to Think 
out of the Way, and to ſhew their Wit in 
maintaining Paradoxes, ſcorn to go in the 
Common Road and Beaten Track with the Reſt 
of Mankind. Theſe Patrons of | Conjeture 
and Hyporhe/is, are fo Enamour d of their 
Own New - fangl'd Conceptions, that They 
will Renounce their Religion, if it does not 
ſquare with their Opinions, and ſooner Quit 
the Goſpel than their & fem. They will Im- 
piouſly Dare to Preſcribe Rules to Providence, 
Conſtrain Gop to Work in their Own Ways 
and Methods, Preſumptuouſly ſet Bounds 
to the Infinite Power and Wiſdom of the Al- 


mighty, and ſay, Hitbherto /ſbalt thou Go, and 


no further. Tho They are never ſo fully Con- 
futed, they will never be Convincd; They 


are Wedded to. their Empty Curiofity, Em- 


brace a Treacherous Fallacy, and hold. faſt a 
Deſtructive Lye. What a vaſt Diſcredit and 


Miſchief this has brought upon Learning and 
Religion, and how much it has Tended to Un- 
dermine and Subvert the Truth and Autho- 
rity of the Holy Scriptures, by Solving the 
Great Miracle of the Divine Creation by the 
Novel Schemes, and Senſeleſs {heorzes wy 
| | {73 
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Humane Invention; and Philoſophy fal/ly fo 
call'd;; and by Impiouſly Fathoming the Pro- 
found; and Myſterious Do&rines of Chriſti- 
anity, by the ſhort .Line of ſhallow Reaſon; 
We have felt by ſo fad an Experience of late, 
as one wou d think ſhou'd be ſufficient to A- 
waken the Legiſlature, to Puniſh and Prevent 
ſuch Barefacd and Preſumptuous Impiety, 
and to Blaſt the Impudent Endeavours of 
theſe Arrogant and Self-conceited Opiniators. 
3. Thirdly, Another Cauſe of Prejudice is 
Converſation and Company. I ſhall not trouble 
this Venerable Aſſembly, with a Nauſeous De- 
tail of the Common Methods us'd to Debauch 
Men's Lives in Private Conyerſation; but 
ſhall rather chuſe to Touch upon ſome more 
Notorious and Publick Inſtances, (to the Scan- 
dal of thePreſent Age,) of Men that make it 
their Employment to Corrupt Youth in their 
Principles, whereby They are Encourag d and 
Confirm d in their Profligate Prefudices againſt 
the E/7abli/b'd Church and Government. If a 
Toung Gentleman does not Correct, He may at 
leaſt Divert, the Falſe Notions He has im- 
_ preſs d upon his Mind, whilſt they lie Dor- 
mant in his Own Breaſt. But when He is 
drawn in, by theſe Modern Achitophels, into 
an Aſſociation of Sin, where their Bufineſs 
is to Improve His, and to Propagate their — 
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| Seditions Opinions , Approbation will give 
New Life and Force to His Errors, and by De- 


grees Cultivate their Growth into a deliberate 


and ſettl'd Maturity. Shame may at firſt 


lay a Check and Reſtraint upon his Vicious 
Propenſities, which Converſation and Num- 
ber by Degrees Leſſen, and at length Extin- 


guiſh. Tis almoſt Impoſſible for Ianocence 


to Breathe Untainted in an Infectious Air, or 
to preſerve it ſelf Chaſt and Undefil d amidſt 
the Inſinuations, and Wiles of Subtle and De- 


Jigning Men; who by Miſ-repreſenting Truth 


and Religion, under an Odious and Ridiculous 


Dreſs, by Scouting and Scoffing Vertue out of 


Countenance, by Impudent Harangues, and 
e e upon Lewaneſs and Profaneneſs, 
Set- off and Recommended with the falſe Em- 
belliſhments of Vit and Rhetorick, Adareſs 
and Complaiſance , Pretended Counſel! and 
Friendſbip, Inſtill all Looſe, and Curſed Te- 
nets into Unſtable and Unwary Minds; and 
Inje& the Principles of Fanaticiſm, Deiſim, 
and Atheiſm, and Sow the Seeds of Damna- 
tion, in a Corrupt and Perverted Judgment. 
With what Fatal Succeſs Theſe Cabals, for 


Propagating Sin, and Societies for Debauching, 
_ inſtead of Reforming Manners, have Planted 
Themſelves up and down in the Kingdom ; 


with what Induſtry and Diligent Application 
9 Theſe 
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the Devil have Purſu'd their Helliſb Cauſe, 
is too Lamentably Apparent, from that 
Open Profe//ion they have Dar d to make of 
their Licentious and Intolerable Here/es , 
from the Approbation and Countenance they 
have receiv'd from ſome Great Men, and the 
Poys nous and Hezerodox Opinions, and Lewd 
Lives of their Patrons and Advocates: A 


Crime, which-as it ſurmounts all Sharpneſs and 


Severity of Expreſſion to Deſcribe, requires 
the utmoſt of Sharpneſs and Severity to Pu- 
niſh it. For tis of ſuch a B/ack and Flagrant 
Nature, of ſuch Pernicious and Deteſtable 


Conſequence, both to Church and Sate, Reli- 


gion and Government; that tis a Diſgrace to 
Both, That ſhou'd Eſcape without Condign 
Vengeance in a Chriſtian Dominion, which by 
Impunity may pull that Dreadful Vengeance 
down on its own Head, which 1s due to thoſe 
ſnſolent Malefattors. But to leave this Gra- 
ring Reflection and proceed. Where Inno- 


cence is thus got into the Enemy s Quarter, 
it muſt Surrender it ſelf, or Expect to Find 


none. Which Suggeſts, 

. 4. The Fourth Cauſe of Prejudice, Name- 
ly Authority. and Example. Theſe are (as 
'rwere) Palpable Arguments which Appeal to 


the Senſes; They come Vouch'd with Per- 
Ponal 


Tbelc. Apoſiles of Darkneſs, and Eniaries of . 
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ſonal and Viſible Evidence, Convince by Mat- 
ter of Fad, and ſeem not to leave the Judg- 
ment in the Su/pence of Election. No Wonder 
therefore, That the Underſtanding ſhou'd 
Credit the Eye-fight, and not Diſtruſt the 
Reports of Senſe. So Powerful is the Cheat 
and Prejudice of Authority, it can ſcarce leave 
Room for Speculation, but Ratifies and II- 
luſtrates the SophiFiry of its Rules, by the 
Examples it Alledges of their Practice. But 
how Ridiculous and Inverted a Way of Rea- 
ſoning is this, to prove the Truth and Mora- 
lity of any Man's Actious, by his Pretended 
Principles? Whereas we ought to Judge 
quite Contrary, and Prove the Truth and Mo. 
rality of his Real Principles, by his Apparent 
and Expreſs Actions. Yet however Abſurd 
and Irrational this Max:m is, it has Miſ-led 
more Men into Guilt, Error, and Prejudice, 
than any Fallacy beſides, that puts upon Our 
Judgment. How few are there in the World 
that Know how to Dy7gu/fh betwixt Men's 
Honesty , and their Characters? Not the 
Vulgar only are Miſtaken, with Outfide Pomp 
and Figure, with the Appearances of Wealth _ 
and Grandeur, which, like Falſe Beauties, Glit- 
ter at a Diſtance; but eyen thoſe of more Con- 
ſiderable Capacities, through an Over-candid 
Judgment, or a Latizudinarian Charity, think 
Dt : it 


28 n Ass TZE-SERMON Preachd 


it impoſſible, for Men of Parts and Learning, 
of Eſtabliſn'd Fame, Eminency and Power, 
to ApoStatize from Truth, or Eſpouſe any 
Falſe Opinions, or Doctrines. They think it 
as much want of Senſe, as Good Breeding, to 
Queſtion their Authority, which ſtands Con- 
firmd by the Venerable Seal of Dignity. and 
Antiquity, and has been continu'd down to 
them as an undiſputed Title, which they have 
held Poſſeſſion of through Age and Tradition. 
Thus Men Deceive themſelyes with ances 
inſtead of Rea/ons, take their Creed by Proxy, 
as tis Dictated by their Miſtaken Parents, 
Magiſterial Tutor, or Eccleſiaſticꝶ Directorss- 
and Stake their Faith upon the Suppos d Pro 
bity and Capacity, the Number and Integrity 
of their Leaders and Authors: (As if Truth 
was to carry it by the Poll, and Religion was 
to be Decided by the e Majority of Voices.) 
To be Born down the Stream, and blindly fol- 
low the Preſcriptions of Others, is almoſt 
the Inevitable Road to doing IIl. For the 
Multitude are generally Deceiy'd , and theres 
ſuch an Univerſal Corruption in Morality, #} 
and. Men's. Vices. lie ſo Intermixt with their: 
Virtues, and ſo hardly to be diſtinguiſhd, 2 
that Precedents are ſcarce ever to be truſted, 
unleſs in Caſes of Demonſtrative Virtue and 
Equity, and ſometimes in Matters of Indiffe- 
| rence, 
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rence, Decency, or Faſhion. Beſides, there 
was ſcarce ever any Opinion Broach'd in the 
World, tho' proceeding from never fo Ca d 
a Brain, but has found ſome Men, either 


Fools, or Knaves, enough to Eſpouſe it. Man- 
kind Walk like Bea/fs in a Track; no Error 
ever wanted its Profeſſor, no Profeſſor his 
Diſciples: for One Bad Example ſhall have 
Ten Thouſand more Sr aid nitators, than a 
Hundred Good Ones. Eſpecially if it proves, 

5. Fifthly, To fall in with their Intereſt and: 
Party, which carry an Overbearing Prejudice 
with it. When once Men have L:iSted them- 
ſelves into a Party, they neyer Confider the 


Merit of the Cauſe, but at all Adventures 


follow their Ring- leaders, Stick to their Co- 
fours, and Obey the Vord q, Command, let 
it be to the Right or Lit: The Management 
of Parties being like that of Making War, 
wherein there is always a Falſe Reaſon given 
out, to Juſtify the Proceeding, but the True 
Cauſe and Reaſon of ate Suppreſs'd and Con- 


ceal' d. The treacherous Hook muſt be Co- 


verd with a Specious Baz, and the Deadly 
Pill muſt be Artificially Gz/#, before they 
can be Swallow'd; or do Execution. Hence 
theſe Skilful Incendiaries in Government, to 
make their Ungodly Stratagems, and Revolu- 
lions pals upon Mankind, have Amus'd them 

| with 
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with the Kingdome of, Chrift, aud the True 
Worſhip of Grd, the Defence of his Saints, 
and 2 Extirpation of his Enemies, the Vin- 
aication of. Libert and Property ty, the Abo- 
liſbment of Hereſy, Supenſtition and Epiſco- 
pacy, the Publick Good and Salvation of Souls, 
which are the Glittering Pretences, and Godly 
=_ -- Trepans, with which Crafty Politicians, act 
| - Deſigning Knaves, Cajole and Delude the Cre- 
8 dulous World, and Saudtify the moſt Abo- 
minable and Execrable Villanies. Whereas, 
God. knows! There's Nothing meant by all 
this Holy Jargon, and Soriptural Sham, "bat 
to Caſt à Miſt upon Men's Brains, to Lead 
them Blindfold into the Devil's Snare, to 
Prevent their Repentance, and to Damn them 
with more Security; To Play upon their 
Faith with all the Phariſaical Artifice and 
Legerdemain of Words, and to Diſguiſe and 
Conſecrate Avarice and Oppreſſion, Ambition 
and [nju/tice, Murder and Rebellion, and even 
Regicide and Sacriledge, under the Venerable 
| and Sacred Name of Conſcience. This is the 
x Diſtinguiſhing Dialect, and Shibboleth of Fatti- 
i on and Sedition, and truly tis an Amazing 
Conſideration, what ſtrange Power and Influ- 
ence this Ernthn/ra/tick Cant has had in all 
the Gil. Mars and Diſturbances of Europe, 
and Particularly in Our On 2 
F where- 
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wherein, like a kind of Witchcraft, (to the In- 
fernal Enchantments whereof the Holy-Ghoſt 
has thought fit to Compare thoſe of Rebellion) 
it Animated a Body of People into a Religious 
Phrenzy, to Act the moſt Aſtoniſhing Impi- 
eties; For God's Sake, to Pull down hisChurch, 

Murder his Anomted, and to Lay a whole 
Nation in Blood and Ruine. And ſuch is the 
Malignant Virulence, and Implacable Rancor 
of Fanaticiſm, which is Nothing elſe, but a 
moſt full and Comprebenſiue Combination of 
all Faywardand Diabolical Prejudices in One, 
that We can never be Secure from its Res#- 
teſs and Embroiling De/igns : If the Fruiiful 
Mon ter is Lopt 1 in One Part, it Sprouts up in 
Another; and like the Evil Spirit, which 
Poſſeffes it, can Appear in all Different Forms, 
to Act its IAuſions upon Mankind. For if We 
were to Conſider its Progreſs, in all that Series 
of Rebellion, from its Odzous, and Never-to- 
Be- forgotten Ara of Tranſcendent Villan y, in 
the Year Foriy One, We ſhall Find the ſame 
Jeſuitical Principles „ like a Plotter in Ma/- 
querade, only Changing their Name, but car- 
rying on the ſame Machinations and H/icked 
Practices in Church and State, to the Subver- 
3 Fon of our Conſlitution in Both, down to 
this Preſent Day. An Argument One cou d 
have Wiſh'd, had been thought Sufficient, to 


have 
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have Induc'd our Viſe Legiſlature, to put 
them Both out of the Power of ſuch Double- 
Dealing, Practical Atheiſts, whoſe Gain is 
their God/:neſs, whoſe Prot is their Religion, 
and whoſe Interest is both their God and Con- 
ſcience; Who can Betray, and Sell their Sa- 
viour for Money, and make the Bleſſed Body 
and Blood of his Sacrament, the Seal and 
Santfuary of the Worſt of Iniquity: Men 
that have the Confidence to Own the Stated 
Principle of their Communion, an Open and 
Aud Hypocriſy; A Principle that ought 
to Qualify its ProfeſJors for a Goal, inſtead of 
a Church, Bring them to the Scaffold, inſtead 
of the Altar, or Advance them to Haman's 
Puniſhment, inſtead of his Preferments : It 
is, (to ſay no more of it,) ſuch a Prodigious 
Act of the moſt Audacious Villany, that it 
ſeems an Equal Wonder, that ever That , 
againſt which our Sauiour Denounc'd ſo many 
Woes, ſhou'd want an Humane Law to Re- 
ſtrain it, and that We ſhou'd be the Onely 
Chri/tan Nation in the World without it; 
Or, that the Church and Kingdom ſhou'd be 
Deny d that Law, which can be the Alone 
Support and. Defence againſt the Ruine and 
Subverſion of Both, from Theſe their Szworn, 
and for Ever [rreconcueable Enemies. But 
if theſe Pious Hypocrizes mult not meet with 

4 their 
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their Recompence in Thie World, they may 
reſt Aſſur d, they will not Fail of it in the 
Next; where they will find, to their Eternal 
Sorrow, without a Long, Habitual, and Se- 
vere Repentance Here, that Cod zs not to be 
Moc d, that what they have Sowwn in D/mmu- 
lation, they ſhall Reap in ſad Earnef; and 
that what is Begun in e ming Devotion Here, 
will End in Real Damnation, There. 

But what is there that the Iafatuation of 
Prejudice, lutereſti, and Party, will not Per- 
ſwade Men to Do, if it can Prevail even upon 
Thoſe, who Pretend to Support Our Church 
and Government, in Spight of Their Oaths and 
Obligations, to Betray them; and Partially to 
give up Both in favour of Thoſe Men, who 
have Plotted their Deſtruction ever ſince they 
began firſt to Rend it with their Unnatural 
Schiſm ; who Deny and Confound Our Holy 
Orders, Renounce Our Sacraments, Defy Our 
Diſcipline, Ridicule Our eArticles, Scoff at 
Our Pries, and was their Power Equal to 
their Malice, wou'd Down w1th em All even to 
the Ground, and Annihilate the very Name and 
Being of Our Church? And are The/e then the 
Perſons to be Careſs'd? Are Theſe the Volues 
in Sheep's Cloathing, that are to be Invited 
and Complemented, even by Our Superior 
PaStors, into Christ's Fold, to Worry and De- 
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vour it? Theſe are ſtrange Politicks; And 
whether they Savour not of the Refin d Spirit 


of Rome, or Geneva, let any Man Judge; when 
They Wiſely teach Us, to Curt our moſt In- 
veterate Foes, and to Abuſe and Sacrifice Our 
Beſt and moſt Faithful Friends, To carry on 
the Bleſſed Work of Occaſional Conformity, to 
Prevaricate and Halt betwixt the Church and 
Conventicle, and be Aſham'd, or Afraid to 
Own Our True Principles. Upon what Bottom 
muſt the Church ſtand, when Theſe are the 
Conditions and Terms of Our Communion ? 
Will nothing but Impoſſibilities ſatisfy their 


Unreaſonable Demands, to Reconcile Light 


and Darkneſs, Unite Order and Anarchy, and 
{trike up a League betwixt Chriſt and Belial? 
And yet this is thought ſufficiently Palli- 


ated with a little Popular Cant of Moderation 


and Comprehenſion, Chriſtian Peace and Union, 
10 Perſecution of Tender Conſciences, and the 


mighty Fears of POP ERT, and other ſuch 


Baſe,and Falſe In/Mmuationsagainſt the CHURcH 
oF ENGLAND; as if Her Doctrines were too 
High-/irain'd, and ought to have their Rigor 


and Severity, Temper'd and Qualify'd ; or, as 


if they Tended to bring in That more than 
Fgyptian Monſter of Idolatry and Superſtition. 
By the Falſe Pretences of Moderation theſe 
Deſigning Men ſerye themſelves ina 7 wofold 

1 Way, 


* "OR -. 
— 7 „ . 


2 
7 


ore the Univerſity of OxrorD. 35 


Way, both upon the Church, to Amuſe and 
Caſt it into a Dead Seep, and then like Dali. 
lab, to let in the Philiſtines upon Sampſon; by 
Widening a Breach in her Conſtitution firſt 
to Weaken, and then to Overthrow it: And on 
the Diſſenters, to Sooth and Encourage them 
in their Sins, by Mitigating 7hezrr's and the 
Churche's Differences; nay (which is more A- 
ſtoniſhing) even by Zu/7z7ying their Damnable 
Schiſm. What have ſuch Men to Do with 
Peace, and Chriſlian Union? We may Learn 
this even from a egabel, That Zimri ſhou'd 
have no Peace who Slew his Maſter; and that 
we ought to ſuffer for our Folly, if we are fo 
Weak, as to Tri Thoſe who never fail'd of 
Betraying us when they were Truſted. Com- 
 prehen/wn is ſo Nonſenſical and Wicked a 
Scheme of Religion, and will produce ſuch a 
Deſtructive Latitude in it, that inſtead of 
Bringing the Diſſenters in to the Church, it 
will carry the Church in to the Diſſenters, into 
which it is utterly Impoſſible they ever ſhou'd 
come upon their Own Principles. And as 
for Perſecution of Tender-Conſciences, if the 
Church's Aſſerting Her own Legal Rights and 
Privileges muſt be Call'd fo, I Appeal to the 
Fi/tortes of Our Kingdom, and even Thoſe 
Written by their Own Parzy, Whether ever 
They gave the Church the Leaſt Favour, or 
E 1 | Quar- 
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Quarter, when they had Her under theirPower ? 
Or, whether the Barbarous and Bloody Uſage 
of the Poor Epiſcopal Church in Scotland, may 
be call d a Perſecution, or a Treating it with 
Tenderneſs of Conſcience ; and, whether That 
does not give us a Fair Warning, that This 
is onely a Model of the Reformation we muſt 
Expect from them Here? As for the Cry of 
PoPERY, it has been always the Trumpet to 
All the Sedition and Rebellion, that ever In- 
feſted this Nation: It is the Party- Word, to 
Exaſperate and Frighten the Rabble with 
Groundleſs Jealouſies and Fears, againſt that 
E/labhiſh'd Church, which is the Onely Bul- 
wark, under GoD and Providence, * againſt 
Popery i in the World. Yet ſuch is the Intoxi- 
cating Influence of Faction and Prejudice, it 
ſhall make Men Believe Contrad:iftions:;- or, 
which is Worſe, - Contradict and Act againſt 
their Be/zef: It ſhall make em the molt Sla- 
viſh and Abandon'd Vaſſals to their /zZeres? 
and Party; to Preſerve and Promote which, 

they ſhall Root out the very Foundations and 
Principles of Truth and Hone$iy from their 
Natures, Cancel the Diſtinctions of Good and 
Evil, ſtand Indiſſerent to Do Any Thing, Say 
Any Thing, and ina Word; to Be Any Thing, 
but What they Shou'd Be. Now as Theſe 


Prejudices argue a your” Baſe and. Diſsone 
Mind, 
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Mind, ſo they muſt very Often Reſult, 
6. Sixthly from a Corruption of Manners 
and a Profiigate Life. A Man may, without 
doubt, by many Long and Habizual Acts of 
Sin, as much Debauch his Soul, as his Body ; 
Bring as Fatal a Diſemper on the One, as the 
Other, and as much Impair his Judgment, as 
Weaken his ConSitution. For all Vice does 
Naturally Obſcure and Pervert the Under- 
ſanding, which is Willing to Comply with 
ſuch Principles as will Justie its Actions. 
And when once Luſt has Conquerd the Con- 
ſcience, and it lies Stupify d and Drown'd in 
Senſuality, the Inmard- Man grows Callous, 
Harden'd againſt Remorſe, Proof againſt Ad- 
vice, or Rebuke, and Deſerted by the Good 
Spirit of God, and given up to the Bondage of his 
own Paſſions, and the Dominion of the Devil. 
This is that Wretched and Deplorable State of 
Mind which the Holy-Ghoſt Sets out by thoſe 
Strong and Beautiful, yet Terrible Meta- 
phors, of a Brawny Heart, as an Adamant 
harder than Flint, a Conſcience Sear'd with 
a Red-hot Iron, vs db,, a Reprobate Mind, 
and b mens, the Efficacious Power of Er- 
ror, That Men ſhould Believe a Lye, and Re- 
Joice in Iniquity, having the UnderSanding 
Darken'd, being Alienated from the Life of 
Cod, through the Jenorance that is in them, be. 
F | Ty Bag IP cauſe 
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cauſe of the Blindneſs, or Hardneſs of their 
Hearts, are paſt Feeling, having given Them- 
ſelves over to Laſciviouſneſs, to work all Un- 
cleanneſ with Greedineſs. Eph. 4. 18, c. 
Thus Vice may Deſtroy the Man long before 
his Death, Bury his Under ſtanding before his 
Body, Eclipſe his Reaſon, and Draw (as it 
were) an Egyptian Midnight upon his Soul. 
And when once the Underſtanding is thus 
Suborn'd by the Will, no Wonder that it be- 
comes the Eccho of its Dictates and Com- 
mands. Men may well be ſuppos'd to Think 
according to their Seztled Practice, and their 
Lives and Principles to hold a Correſpon- 
dence. 

Thus I have Trac'd our Pręfudices up to 
their moſt Conſiderable Cauſes, and have 
Shewn, how they Derive their Original from 
the Depravation of our Corrupted Nature, 
and are Woven into the very Body of our Con- 
ſtitution; that they Spring from the Diſorder 
of the Imagination, and the Irregular Mo- 
tion of oùr Paſſions; that they are made up 
of Pride, Ambition, and Self- conceit; Envy, 
Hatred, and Jealouſy; Raſnneſs, Turbulency, 
and Choler; Spleen, Moroſeneſs, and Enthu- 
ſiaſm; Revenge, Luſt, and IIl- Nature; In- 
printed upon the Mind by a wrong Education 
and Cuſtome; Grounded on Ignorance, Affecta- 

tion, 
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tion, and Singularity ; nprou d by the Tempt- 
ing Incentives of 11! Converſation; 7/7:/y'd 
by Authority and Example; Propagated by In- 
tereſt and Party; and Enabliſb d by Immora- 
lity and Debauchery. Such a Malignant Com- 
poſition of the moſt Yenemons Ingredients, as 
are enough to raiſe a Plague among Man- 
kind; and were not God Infinitely Mercitul, 
Unpeople the World; Wherein it bears ſo Ab- 
ſolute a Sway, that it ſeems to be the General 
Informing Principle which Actuates, Enlivens 
and Inclines all our Paſſions, Appetites, De- 
1iberations, and Actions. 

This (I Preſume) I have in ſome Meafure 
Proy'd : But will crave Leave to Illuſtrate it 
a little farther from the Laſt Conſideration ; 
Ys the Miſchief that Prejudice pro- 

uces, 

I, Firſt in the Conduct of Human Lye and 

| Converſation. 

2. Secondly in the Adminiſtration of ##/#ce. 

3. Thirdly in the Corruption of Religion. 


I. And Firſt as to the Ill Conſequences it 
has in the Conduct of Human Life and Con- 
verſation: Which will Appear a Double Way, 
Both with Regard to Our Selves and Otbers, 
in that it Hinders a Man from ever Arriving 
at a Iuſt Knowledge of Either and therefore, 

| as. 
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as He can never be ſufficiently Humbl d for his 
-Own luſirmities, ſo on the Other Hand, He 
can never have a True Value, or Efteem , for 
the Virtues of his Neighbour. For when We 
are Prepoſſeſs d with Odd Fantaſtical Notions, 
We put a Cheat upon our Selves, and Impoſe 
a Lye upon our own Underſtanding; and In- 
duſtriouſly Avoiding to Examin and Look in- 
to our Inward Circumſtances, Hide our Weak- 
neſſes, as much from our own View, as Others 
Diſcovery. Hence We grow Wiſe in our ouim Con- 
ceit, and become Poſitive, Peeviſh, and Aſſu- 
ming; Uneaſy, not only to our Selves, but to 
all thoſe We Converſe with. For, having 
Extinguiſhd the Light of our own Reaſon, 
We endeavour to Put out the Eyes of our Bre- 
thren, and Sawcily Obtrude our Dogmatical 
Thoughts upon every Body; as if We had 
a Commiſſion to Broach New Schemes of 
Philoſophy, and the Prerogative of Preſcribing 
Faith to theWorld. This 1s ſo wretchedly For- 
lorn a Condition, that it renders Us Incapable 
of ever Reforming our Errors: for We Ex- 
pe& the ſame Baſe Flattery from Mankind, 
that We give to our Selves; and Pride ſo 
Hardens Us againſt all wholeſome Aluice, that 

We ſcorn to Receive it from our Friends, 
much leſs will We Condeſcend to Learn any 
thing from our Etemies, and We had rather 
with 
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with Aab Loſe our very Lives, than Liſten 
to a Micaiab, Propheſying Evil concerning Us. 
Thus as Prejudice Cramps, and Streightens the 
Mind, and renders Us Short-fighted, and Igno- 
rant of our Selyes, ſo does it no leſs Obſtruct 
Us, in Forming a Jul Senſe, and Eſteem of 
Other Men's Intrinfick Worth, and Characters. 
For, let any One have an Averſ/ion to his 
Neighbour, tho' never ſo Groundleſs and Tri- 
fling, how will this Eclipſe his Merit; and 
Preyent his Treating Him, not only with 
Candour, but even with Common Decency 
and Humanity? How Difficultly will He be 
Brought to Allow any Perfection in Him; and 
ſhoud He afterwards have the Happineſs of a 
nearer Acceſs and Acquaintance, to ſhew Him 
the Error and Folly of his Prejudice, How 
hardly will He be Conſtrain'd to Forget, and 
Wear 1t off? And (as there's Nothing ſo Auk- 
ward, and Contemptible, as Pride reduc'd to 
Shame) with what Haughty Confuſion will he be 
Compell'd to Confeſs it, tho He is Inwardly ne- 
verſo much Convinc'd of his Miſtake? On the 
Contrary, let a Man be but Prepoſſeſs'd in Fa- 
vour of Another, his Judgment ſtands Brib'd, 
and Retain d, having his Perſon in Aamira- 
lion becauſe of Advantage He Views every 
Thing * in his Reputation, and like 
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a Fond Lover, will Adore even Deformity ; | 
Injuring his very Friend with a Fulſom Com- 
mendation of thoſe Virtuęs he has Nor, and 
Awakening the Malice and Jealouſy of his ue. 
mies to Pry into, and Diſcover the Real Faults 
he has; which he is forc'd not only to 'Blu/b 
for, but even to 7u8fy, and to Proſtitute his 
own Credit, in Vindication. of Another's. It 
may further be Obſery'd, that according as 
any Man is Engag'd in a Party, or Profeſſion, 
or hes under ſuch Particular Circumſtances 
in his Life and Character, he ſhall be More, or 
Leſs Obnox1ous to the Inſults of his Adver- 
| ſaries, or Entitl'd to the Partial Fayour of 
his Friends. What is it elſe that Supprefles 
Learning and Virtue, and Raifes ſome Men 
Unaccountably to Dignities and Preferments, 
and Draws em up like Fortunate Exhalations, 
to Blaze in the Firmament of the Church and 
| State, and oftentimes Portend the Diſturbance 
and Downfal of Both? Such alſo is the Spight, 
and Malice of Men of Difterent Imployments, 
that when any One 1s by Fortune, or Provi- 
dence, caſt upon a Profe//ion, he muſt not expect 
a Fair Treatment from thoſe of Another, eſpe- 
cially if Attended with Honour and Grandeur. 
And whoever in the ſame Profeſſion Ariſes to a 
Diſtiuguiſbing E veellence, mult permit all thoſe 
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Below him to View him with Regret, and an 
Evil Bye, and to Envy, and Calumniate thoſe 
Tranſcendent Virtues they cannot Reach; 
which ſeem as much to Leſſen and Reproach 
Them, as they Exalt His Due Praiſe and Glory. 
And ſuch is the Misfortune, and Diſcoura- 
ging Curſe of True Merit, that (tho it be 
never ſo Conſpicuous and Shining,) if it 
wants the Recommendation and Aſſiſtance of 
a Party, it may for ever lie Neglected, Unre- 
warded, and Bury'd in a Modeſt and Humble 
Poverty: Whilſt Vice and Ignorance Domineer 
and Lord it in Wealth and Title, That, like the 
Poor Man in Eccle/ta/tes, Ch. . v. 14. ſhall ſcarce 
be Promoted to the Loweſt Place in That City 
which he ſav'd by his Wiſdom, becauſe he ts 
Poor. I ſhall mention but One more Inſtance 
of the Malignity of Prejudice, which tis not 
eaſy to Judge, Whether it proceeds from the 
moſt Ridiculous Folly, or moſt Daring Wick- 
edneſs, as being in One Single Act a Breach of 
all the Laws of God, Nature, and Nations; I 
mean,thoſe Impious, as well as Miſtaken, Noti- 
ons, Gentlemen Maintain of Honour in Duelling, 
whereby they Superſede all the Authority of 
Government, as if That was not a ſufficient 
Guard for Right and Reputation, wreſt the 
Sword of Juſtice into their Own Hands,Uſurp- 
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—d'.— — | 
ing the Vengeance due only to That, and Go, 
Palliating Murder under the Pretence of Bra- 
| very, and Cool-Blood/bed under Equity and 
| Satigfaction. 


2. But, Secondly, the Ill Effects of Preju- 
dice are no leſs Pernicious in the Admini/tra- 
tion of Fuſfice, For here it Confounds Right 
and Wrong, Annuls Property, Sets Fraud and 
Oppreſſion, Extortion and Violence, above 
Innocence and Honeſty; Makes a Cour? of Ju- 
aicature, an A/ytum of Villany, the Tribu- 
nal, the Peſt of the Kingdom, and the very 
Lau, that was made for the Redreſs of Inju- 
ries, it Self, the moſt Inſupportable Injury. 
When GoDp, who is the Sovereign Law-Giwer 
and 7udze of the World, Vouchſafes to give Us 
an Idea of his Immaculate Juſtice, tis by the 
Deſcription of his [mpartiality, that he is | 
no Reſpecter of Perſons. And, in the Firſt 
Court of Judicature that he Erected amongſt 
Men, he Enacted it as the Supreme Law, and 
as the Prime Rule, by which all Human Laws. 
are to be Executed, / Charge Tour Judges Hear 
the Cauſes between Your Brethren, and Judge 
Righteouſly between Every Man and his Bro- 
ther, and the Siranger that 1s with him. Te 
/ball not Reſpect Perſons in Judgment, but Te 


{hall 
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Gall Hear the Small, as well as the Great; Te © 
Hall not be Afraid of the Face of Man, for the 
Judgment is God's. I hou ſhalt not wre/} Judg- 
ment, neither take a Gift, for a Gift does Blind 
the Eyes of the Wiſe, and Pervert the Words 
of the Righteous. Which Injunctions we find 
Ratify'd by. the Aßboſtle in as Expreſs Lan- 
guage, Du have Reſpect to Perſons, You 
Commit Sin, and are Convinc'd of the Laus as 
Tranſgreſſors. 

Indeed, there may be ſome Caſes, wherein a 
Judge, tho Upright and Equitable in Himſelf, 
cannot Prevent all unjuſt Partiality in Others. 
"Tis known, that in Our Oum Con/titution, He 
1s Reſtraind, and Regulated by the Evidence 
before him, and muſt Gzve Sentence accord- 
ing to the Force of the Proofs, and Allegations 
laid down. And tho' his Integrity is never ſo 
Clear, his Sagacity never ſo Penetrating, yet 
the Truth may, in Deſpight of Both, be Per- 
verted, if a Malicious Accuſer will Suggest 
any Sly Falſhood, or an Impudent and Perur d 
Witneſs will Swear any Thing; or a Crafty 


and Inſinuating Pleader will caſt a Falſe Gloſs 


upon any Cauſe, before an Ignorant, Credu- 
lous, or Pack'd Jury. Bribery, and Party-Re- 
venge will Overturn Juſtice, Acquit Guilt, 
and Condemn Innocence, notwithſtanding all 
Care and Circumſpection. It 


* 
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If in any Point our Excellent Laus may 
ſeem to be Dęfective, it may be Suppos d to be 
in a Suſſicient Prouiſion agaiuſt Pemury. For 
how many Courts furniſh Us with Frequent 
Inſtances of Subornd Witneſſes, That will 
Defy both Cod and their Conſcience; who are 
bereft: of all Senſe of Shame, Religion, or 
Fear, and will be Hir d for a Little Money, 
(eſpecially if to Serve their own Malignant 
Haction, ) to Swallow any Oath that can be In. 
vented? And yet (which is a very Melan- 
cholly Reflection) our Fortunes, Characters, 
E/tates and Lives, muſt Ly at the Mercy of 
theſe Curſed Miſcreants, who may Ruin the 
Beſt and Greateft Man in the Nation, with the 
Little Hazard of the Puniſbment, and Scandal 
of the Pillory. Under Favour, There is not 
the Leaſt Proportion betwixt that Penalty, 
which Inpudent and Over-Grown Offenders 
have Learnt to Deſpiſe, and the Prodigious 
Sin, and /rreparable Injury and Miſchief that 
Attends it. No Mans Lite, or Reputation, 
are Secure from the Inſolent Attempts of theſe: . 
Inſatiable, Mercenary Blood-Hounds, whom 
the Hebrew Law of Retaliation can alone Re- 
ſtrain: Wherein it was Enacted by GOD, 
That if A Falſe Witneſs roſe up againſt any 
Man, to TeStify again Him that which was 
. wrong, 


r 


— 


arong, that it ſbould be done unto Him as He 
Thought to have done unto. His Brother,; that 
the Judge's Eye ſhould not Pity, but Life go for 


Hand, Foot for Foot. Deut.19. 16, &c. 

I ſhall not Preſume to Direct my Syperzors, 
but, with Submiſhon in this Perilous Caſe, 
there cannot be too much Huiiy ſhewn ; it 


may ſeem here Highly Expedient to Temper 


the Rigor and Leiter of the Law; All Circum- 
Fances ought Sedately to be Ponder d, and 
the Whole Courſe and Tenor of a Man's Life 
and Character, otherwiſe rreprehen/ible, ſet 
in Oppoſition, to Counterballance the Su/picz- 
ous Evidence given in of One Single Action. 
If ever a Becoming Mercy may be Allow'd to 
Soften Juſtice, in this Ca/e it may be Requi- 


fite and Prazſe-worthy; Wherein, not only 


the Sacred Dignity of a Whole Order is con- 


cern'd, but every Man's Reputation, Dear as 


his Life, may be as. Equally Struck at, as Ma- 
Hiciou/ly Taken away. Otherwiſe, notwith- 


ſtanding the Admirable Contriuaucè of Our 


Laws, and the Uprighzne/s of thoſe that Ad- 
miniſter Juſtice, the very Lau it ſelf (I Dread 
to ſpeak it!) may prove Unfortunately almoſt 
an Inevitable Snare; and Secret Artiſice, In- 
fidious Virulence, and Deep-working Revenge, 


drive 
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Life, Eye for Eye, Tooth for Tooth, Hand for 
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drive out that Old Eugliſb Integrity, and Sin- 
cerity, for which We have been ever * 
Renown d. But to Detain You no longer 
with a Digreſſion upon this Lamentable Caſe, 
againſt which it may be Wiſh'd Our Viſe Le- 
£1/lators will provide. 


J intreat Your Patience, Laſtly, To ſhew 
the Dangerous Conſequence of Prejudice in 

| Religion. And truly Here the Malady ſeems _ 
ſo Inveterate, that the Patient gives Himſelf 
over, and Nauſeates and Deſpiſes both his 
Remedy, and Phyſiciuan. When Men have 

Raisd for Themſelves, New and Anomalous 
Plans of Religion, Suitable to their Inclina- 
tions, and Agreeable to their Lives, they will 
More the Word of God to Defend their Own 
| Inventions, rather than Relinquiſb em. And 
tis very ſtrange, confidering the Plainneſs and 
Perſpicuity of the Holy Scriptures, that there 
were never ſince the Foundation of Chriſti- 
anity, any Falſe Doctrines, Hereſies or Schiſms, 

Broach'd or Propagated in the World, (tho! 
never ſoExtravagant, Shocking, and Incon/i/tent 
with each other,) but have Equally laid their 
Claim to the Inſpir d Writings for their Juſli- 
Fecation ; and ſet up the Goſpel, as the Uni- 
ver/al Standard of their Truth and A 
This 
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This was the Fraudulent Stratagem of the [| 
Grand Founder, and Father of All Falſbood, ü 
the Devil, who thought himſelf Secure of Be- K 
tray ing the Very S of God with Its Deluſion; 1 
and by which the Socinians, who Copy ſo per- a 


fealy after Their eMa/er, endeavour to Diſ- i 
prove His Diviniiy. And what Abſurdity can 4 
be ever ſo Nonſenſical, and Flagitious, that 0 


Men's Prejudices cannot enable em to Swallow; 
when through Theſe, they ſhall Dare to Coun- [ 
zerfeit God's Commiſſion, to Blaſpheme His 
Holy Inſpirations, to Impeach the Divine Ve- ; 
racity of Contradiction, to Arraigu the God j 
of Truth tor Falſhood, and to Bring Omni ſci- | 
ence toSeal to the Forgery of a Lye? For what 
elſe can all that Multitude of Opinions, that 
Diſtinguiſhes the ſeveral Claſſæes, Sets, Di- 
viſtonus, and Sub-Divi/tons of Pretended Chri- a 
ſiaus and Churches in the World be Call d 
Which are Drawn like ſo many Lines from a g 
Center, all Uniting in the Same Point, ye. Se- ö 
parated and Widening from each Other? Some 
Placing Religion in Speculation and My/tical 
Hiſion, Others in Meer External Pomp, and q 
Profeſſion, and not a Few in a Bold, Conceited, | 
Ignorant Confrdence and Preſumption One Ex- 
alting Morality above the Coſpel, Another In- 
tirely Excluding it: This Repreſenting Chr:/7:- | 
G  antty, | 
| 
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anity, as a Commoatous and Genteel Inſtitution, 
and Complying with our Appetites and Plea- 
fares; and Another as a Sharp, Rigid, and 
Melancholly Diſcipline, wholly Incompatible 
with Human Life: This, by Indulging Men 


in Vice, making them Libertines and Al heiſis, 


J Hat, by Setting up an Inpracticable Virtue, 
Quietis, and Euthuſiasts. Here We find a 
People holding Variety of Sacraments and Or- 
ders, There Others utterly Denying Both: 
Some Advancing the Pope as a Supreme Judge 
of their Faith, Another Setting Tradition, and 
Councels above Him; And a Third Sort for 
Reſting in the Suggeſtions of a Private Spirit: 
And all in their Way Aſſuming a Kind of In. 


fallibility; as if Truth Chang'd its Form and 


Appearance according to the Difference of 
Men's Humours, or Chmates. And truly he 
that Reads their H:Sorzes and Controverſies, 
will find ſcarce any Thing Elſe, but a Party- 
Prejudice Running through them all. Thus 
every Sect has its Particular Prejudice, which 
Governs their Reaſon and Religion; It can 
make a Ze Crucify his Ming and Saviour ; a 
Mahometan,and Socinian, Un- Ood him; a Papiſi 
Devour him; a Lutheran hold a Yertnal and 
Kal, and yet a Local Preſence of ChriF's Body 
in the Holy EuchariSt; a Caluiniſt believe GoD 

| from 
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from all Eternity, to Reprobate the whole 
World, but Himſelf and his Brethren; and an 
Engliſh Fanatick (the Greateſt Monſter of em 
all,) ina Srdid Imitation of Him, Rend the 
Church into Schiſm and Diſtraction, and Ana- 
thematize Biſbops, to ſet up Lay-Hlders and Oc- 
cgſional Conformists. Thus Fatally does Preiu- 
dice Miſlead Men into the molt Damnable He- 
reſy and In/zdelity ; For Errors in Judgement will 
be found to Endanger Our Salvation, as much 
as Errors in Practice; and tis ſcarce Poſſible, 
there ſhould be One without the Other. And 
This St: Paul has given Us a Lively Example 
of in Himſelf, Who with an Erroneous and 
Prejudic'd Conſcience, as a Strict and Malig- 
nant Jew, might have Forfeited the Benefit 
of his Perſecuted Saviour Sufferings, had not 
his Saviour Himſelf, by a Miraculous "_— 
Interpos'd for his Converſion. 

Now, What an Infinite and Invaluable Bl ing 
do We Enjoy, Who, by God's Preventing 
Grace,are Baptiz d, and Educated in a Church, 
whoſe Primitive Creeds, Orthodox Articles, 
and Charitable Diſcipline, are the moſt Effica- 
cious Means, either to Anzicipate, or Erad:- 
cate, all theſe Prejudtces? A Church, which 
if Gop, in his utmoſt Wrath, ſhould Per- 
mit its Enemies to Subvert, We may Juſtly 

G 2 Con- 
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Conclude, that the Great Day of Final Retri- 
bution is Drawing near; andithat Men's Sins 
and Prejuatces are Ripe for Divine Judgment, 
and Call down Vengeance upon that Wicked 
Earth, in which Scarce any True Faith _ 
be Found. 


To Conclude, Next to a Firm Adhefion to, 
and Unſhaken Perſeverance in, the Doctrine 
of This BEST of CHURCHEs, which no Se- 
ducing Prejudice can Pervert, no Fanatick 
Enthuſiaſm Corrupt, no Superſtitious Abo- 
mination Defile; and whoſe only Stain and 
Reproach are thoſe Double ApoStates , that 
Trim and Prevaricate with Her Communion, 


(which muſt End in Her Diſſolution;) If any 
among Us, notwithſtanding. Her Excellent 


Rules to Prevent it, are Miſled with Prezu- 
dice, (as even the Beit of Men may be Ob- 


_ noxtous to it,) let Us Nicely and Diligently 


Examine into the Nature, and Grounds of Our 
moſt Holy Religion; which Conſiſts, not ſo 
much in a Laborious Search of Learning, and 
an Accurate Skill in Diſtinguiſhing the Subtle 
Sophiſtry of Controverſy, as in what the 
Scripture calls a Reſignd and Ready Will to 
Believe and Obey, whereby We /hall know of 


the Doftri ze, Whether it be of Cod, by an Ho- 
neſt 
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neſt Mind, and a Pure and Humble Heart,hold. 
ing the Mer B52 Faith ina Good Conſcience; 
which if We n away, We ſhall certainly 
ſuffer et ox: in the Dubiose Courſe of Our 
Salvation. Let Us Labour ſo to Conquer Our 
Paſſions, and particularly That Great Leaven 
of Priue, that Ferments them, that We may 
attain to that Habit and perfection the ApoStle 
Deſcribes, of having Our Reaſon and Senſes 
Exercts'd to Diſcern both Good and Evil. Let 
Us Weigh, Meaſure, and Compare One Prin- 
ciple with Another, and never Preſume to 
Settle any Thing as a Principle in Our Minds, 
but upon the Authority, and Conviction of 
Reaſon, and Revelation, the only ſure Foun- 
dation We can Build upon. And to make | 
theſe Our Endeayours Succeſsful, We muſt : 
have a conſtant Application to the Throne of 
Grace, for the Divine Aſſiſtance, to Supply 
the Defeats of Our Nature, by the Gifts and | 
Efficacious Succours of the Bleſſed Spirit of 
Truth, to Conduct Our Wandring Steps 
through this Dark Yale of Sin and Miſery, 
and to Lead Us into that Truth from which 
no Temptation —_ ever Seduce, or Divert 2 


Us. - 
Thus far it lies in Every One's Pies to - 

Correct, or Subdue his On Errors ; this is 

| every 


every Man's particular Care, and Private 
Province, to Amend what may Reſpect his 
Own Life. But thoſe Publick Cauſes of Pre- 


gudice, which Affect the Body Politick, and 


Strike at the National Intereſt and Safety, 
call for the Aſſiſtance of the Magi ſtrate, and 


the Power, and Execution of the Lau, upon 


which They are ſuch an Open Violation and 
Reproach. 

Amongſt which we may Single out, as the 
moſt Notorious, Thoſe legal Seminaries, that 


are Planted up and down in Several Parts of 


This Kingdom, as twere ſo Many Schi/ma- 


tical Univenſities, Set up in Oppoſition againſt 


the ESTABLISHD CHURCH, and Theſe 


Royal Fountains of Its Learning, for the Edu- 
cation of Youth in all the Poys'nous Princi- 


ples of Fanaticiſm and Faction, and to De- 
bauch Them with the Corrupted Mai ms 
of Republicaniſm, which in Our Conſtitution 
has, and muſt for ever end in Anarchy, and 
Confuſion. And is it not therefore High Time 
for the Law to take Cognizance of Such a 
Growing eMzi{chief, which if Suffer d to go on 
with Conni vancè and Impunity, will Gradu- 


ally gather Strength, Riſe into Cor porations, 


and Societies of Schiſm, to Propagate a Gene- 
ration Vipers, that will Eat through the 
| very 
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very Bowels of Our Church, and bs ores 
Their Diſſention'to Posters! 

It i is too Notorious, how Liberal the Bie. 
mies of Our Church and Sate have been, in 
Contributing to Maintain and Support Them; 
well Knowing, that They mult ] nevitably 
End in the Ruine of Our Monarchical, and 
Epiſcopal Government. This is a Sufficient 
Argument, how Little They Deſerve, and 
how Much They will Abuſe, Any Indulgence 
that is Granted Them. But Theſe are ſuch a 
Sort of ACADEMICAL CONVENTICLES, as 
They never yet Had (and We Hope in Gop 
never will Have) Any ToLERATION for. 
Were it onely an Infringement upon the 
Rights and Privileges of This Place, Granted, 
Contiened, Confirm d, and Deliver'd down to 
It, by the Indiſputed Aurhoriry, and Various 
Ads of Kings, Queens, and Parliaments, 
it might be a very Justiſgable Cauſe of Com- 
plaint, for the Redreſs of ſuch an Inſup- 
portable Grievance. But This is a Tranſ- 
greſſion of a Much Higher Nature, tis no 
leſs than an Uſurpation of the Prerogative of 


the Crown (which Our Wie Senate has De- 


clar d ſo Sacred and Inviolable) and which, if 
not ſpeedily Prevented, will in Time Pluck it 
from Our Princes Head. Upon which it 


Can 
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can never Reſt Safe, or Secure, but as tis 
Upheld by the Principles and Doctrines of 
the CHURCH OF, ENGLAND, as Diſtin- 
guiſh'd from All Other Reform Churches. 
Doubtleſs, out of Theſe Schools and Nur- 
ſeries of Rebellion, have Saum d That Mul- 
titude of Hactious, Heterodox, eAtheiRical, 
Lewd Books, and Seditious Labels, which are 
| every day Publiſh d againſt «Monarchy, and 
l the Eſtabliſh'd Hierarchy, and Religion, to the 
Encouragement of Vice, the Deſtruction of 
Pieiy, and the Scandal and Extirpation of 
Our Law, Nation, and Government. What 
Church, or Kingdom in the World, would Pa- 
tiently Eudure to See It Self thus Provokimgly 
Affronted, and the Memory of the BLESSED 
MaRTYR, the Greateſt G/ory and Defender 
of Both, made the HMamous Subject of Scorn 
and Drollery, whilſt the La/? Branch of the 
Royal Family is notwithſtanding ——-——Tet, 
GOD be Bleſsd! Flouri/hing on the Throne? 
} What can be the Meaning of Thoſe 7u/27ica- 
4 lions, that are now every where Publiſh'd, of 
| That Horrid Rebellion, both out of the Preſs, 
and (to Its Eternal D ſgrace!) out of the 
very Pulpit; together with the Impudent f 
Burleſquing the Diſmal Murder of HER 
ROTAL GRANDFATHER, but to FTOAATe 
| the 
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the Nation to Ad over the Same Bloody © 
Tragedy Agen? If an Heathen Republick 
wou'd not Suffer the My/terzes of a Falſe Re- 
ligion to be Profan'd, What Holy Indigna- 
tion, what Zealous Reſolution, what Ardent 
Affection, Ought We to ſhew in the Defence 
of the Venerable My/Zer:zes of Our True Re- 
gion, which is thus Openly Attack d, with 
Reviling Scofs, and Ridiculing Blaſphemy ? 
Theſe are ſuch Cry:ng Sins, as are Enough to 
Sink Our Place and Nation into Everlaſting 
Vengeance, if not Prevented by a Timely 
Execution of the Law upon ſuch Enormous 
and Unheard-of Offences. 

Confider therefore, Mx LorDs, You that are 
| the Miniſters of God, and Bear not the Sword 
in Vain, that You are Appointed as Revengers 
to Execute Wrath upon Thoſe that do Evil. 
Thus You may Avert the Judgments We haye 
Juſt Cauſe to Fear, and Bring down a Blefling 
upon Our Government and Kingdom, and 


Eſtabliſn Both in Peace, Happineſs and Tran- 
quillity. 


6 


Now to the Great and Impartial Judge of 
the Secrets of All Hearts, with whom there is 
no Reſpett of Perſons, unto Him that fitteth on 
the hrone, be Glory in the Church by Chri/? Je- 

us, throughout All Ages World without End. 


þ 


2 1— — * 7 


ON Nos 
- 


- - * . : 
p a = * 1 © » 8 
4 de. Aa. ne od 


a. bd 


© 418770 N SECIS MEA = 


OGG — — — 


— > 
* 633 — * he Jae ws 4 
- 


Waal BYRD SJ 1270 , 03 noizsh 21 
+= e TS + | FIT * * | Ul t 0 * 
Zildngs A wan us“ 58K DS 208 


k . N 1 ow _ XJ n_—_ ul 
An s to Broth 2 e fort b 10 1 
7 . * 

5 * 1 1 1 14 \ ” + >* Fo 
82 3 L * | * J 11 ” 7 OY * NN % L 90 2 ; 101811 : 


1 * * Py ” I — * 
<2 *. Y * +, 4 4 4 ST Ss Y 2 \ N 184899 170 
2 4145 >» 311 #3 BEI TET ESE „ IS Ind $344 4 : 1 Sia 
2 DS ,- 
* „ © - * = 4 
* wy — 3 yY * * * þ * * — — (\ * 3 cy 17 98 
8 449 — _— > * - & # : # + 4+ Ong 1 4 ww % * — 
* % , * CT * * 2 way * 
Cy © *%S 2% % * £4 * 1 ' N Ln "EC <Y W. 
— 5 k +3 * * 5 — F * þ WS a 4% « 3 * wA44 hi a 7 4 - 
* Py * — . - * * . 
"> 3 4 f p > * TY ef Yor) * A iQ TILT 
f 1 4 * 5 + # 3 4 o * 7 - — 5 7 "YE 
o y . „ * * 7 . 
4 9 * > * « — * v ＋ — —_ 43 at JV #2 
n | 4 k 40 2 A - IS 
, g | J * : C 
: G * ” , \ 
33 | 114 28. etc Hatt 18 
(23 01 | Tu eee enen 
1 > * 8 * 8 2 | wy 3 * . , >. fp P 
ONT CHNTNTTHS QIN0--ALDSA EY SABRE IE 
zi S<9 44 F 4 : + wy * — 2» Ss © 3 1 9 HS ww SS V * — = 


7 os . - - - 4 . + % "I 1 | 4 „ 
V i A1 1 4 4 , . 55159791 1 N i 11 - 9 20 12 5 


* 3 | 

N % 8" 4 urs + 1 417827 
Tt OATERION L Hi og e 21 10 10. 11 N 
C 2 WW „1 1 a + © _ „ „ 21 24 — — # — Os 


OS Res = | 0 "I : 9 911 TT b — 
5890 N 10 107 A 5 


* 
" * - * * nw i , 4 png £5 : <4 ire ö 
91 J $# 1 * : , 7 I CP; ? ; 3 | 15114 13 144 0 


1. 1 4 CE ASSESS — : 


Ys + # * — 4 a. "Wo =" as — 
a . p 2 Cy. . * 
8 ' F x bf . we > F 
Nen. en toe we > HT I OI DT [ 
2 I * * Sg — — N . * "w => 133 wt * * * 8 1 1 OJ * \ . * % S * 3 4 4 
by > "."Y — 
1 « XX n \ Ty $ *& © # A +* #7 = k 4 $ + * 
- A — * 1 % * Fs ret 1 } - H 
1 * # _ ; oy - . \ Gwe ww. on sz > *% L — — 22 — - 3 — nn % * * 
£ 4 
a 7 * "Y * — ww 22 2 , 
" 00 4 * : 8 x by . * * — * 8 % 89 4 - 19 * 14 0 » 
2 
re [ "rtf 7s „een tte £ 201L | 
. "5 * - # 3 #4 + Dþ — 100 #Þ 4 z . 13411 3 — 4 As 
o 4 © 
. o » & 
- 4 > . 
| 11118 22 68: 30, 45 1 4 
4 SS  * . * 9 f 414 0 1 8 55 4 25 wat 2 A > 
4% 
1 / * - * ; : 
3 LO. Hang 
4 - C S + &# 5 z & 4 
— . « . 
> x > FF} L + #£ : 
40 4 3 & & od 3 inn by 


— | ay * SEW 
. =» . * . , 
Xu D 14 ev N 
8 | do» Az Nl 
4 % 3.0) . > NY 4 = Aa - A 2 


„e 


8 
dean 18 * > 8 8 


1 
- 1 w 
&Y * ö I 16 29 . Lear 3s Y * 1 


A * . 
* ,4 4 *. »\ \ . A (+, * . Py r d * q * AY 
- % % Ss H + © $4 . * * OY ES Wu in | 4 = * > C - 


— - 


r ETC 
— — 


